CLAIMS: 



1 . (Currently amended) A system for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 

a viewer configured to receive broadcast programming, to receive commands 
from a user, to receive commands from an interface coupled to the viewer, to present the 
received broadcast programming to the user based on commands from the user, and to 
present the received broadcast programming to the user based on commands from the 
interface; 

a processor coupled to the interface and configured to receive a real time 
screening signal (RTSS) and a precision screening signal (PSS), to receive user input 
from the interface, to store the received user input, to generate a local action signal based 
on the user input and at least one of the received scr ee ning signal RTSS or PSS , and to 
transmit the local action signal to the interface; [[and]] 

the interface configured to receive the local action signal, to transmit commands 
to the viewer based on the local action signal, and to receive the user input from the user, 
the user input comprising at least an action preference ; and 

a broadcast recorder coupled to the interface and configured to receive broadcast 
programming, to store the received broadcast programming, and to transmit the stored 
broadcast programming to the viewer in response to user commands, wherein the RTSS 
is generated based on real time monitoring of the broadcast programming being presented 
in real time, the PSS is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a 
recording of the broadcast programming, wherein the processor, in response to the 
broadcast programming being presented to the user via the viewer in real time, generates 
the local action signal based on the RTSS, and wherein, in response to the broadcast 
programming being presented to the user via the viewer as a playback of the stored 
broadcast programming, the processor generates the local action signal based on the PSS . 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently amended) The system as recited in Claim [[2]] I, wherein the 
broadcast recorder is further configured to modify the stored broadcast programming 
based on commands from the interface. 

4-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 1, wherein the viewer is configured to 
present audio broadcast programming to the user. 

8. (Currently amended) A system for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 

a viewer configured to receive broadcast programming, to receive commands 
from a user, to receive commands from an interface coupled to the viewer, to present the 
received broadcast programming to the user based on commands from the user, and to 
present the received broadcast programming to the user based on commands from the 
interface; and 

the interface configured to receive a real time screening signal (RTSS) and a 
precision screening signal (PSS), to receive user input from the user, the user input 
comprising at least an action preference, to store the received user input, and to transmit 
commands to the viewer based on the user input and at least one of the received scr ee ning 
signal RTSS or PSS, wherein: 

the RTSS is generated based on real time monitoring of the broadcast 
programming being presented in real time, 

the PSS is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of 
the broadcast programming, 

in response to the broadcast programming being presented to the user via the 
viewer in real time, the commands are generated based on the RTSS, and 

in response to the broadcast programming being presented to the user via the 
viewer as a playback of the stored broadcast programming, the commands are generated 
based on the PSS. 
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9. (Currently amended) A system for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 

a processor coupled to an interface and configured to receive a real time screening 
signal (RTSS) and a precision screening signal (PSS), to receive user input from the 
interface, to store the received user input, to generate a local action signal based on the 
user input and at least one of the received screening signal RTSS or PSS , and to transmit 
the local action signal to the interface; and 

the interface configured to receive the local action signal, to transmit the local 
action signal to a viewer , and to receive user input from the user, the user input 
comprising at least an action preference , wherein the RTSS is generated based on real 
time monitoring of the broadcast programming being presented in real time, the PSS is 
generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of the broadcast 
programming, wherein the RTSS is used to control presentation of the broadcast 
programming to the user via the viewer in real time, and wherein the PSS is used to 
control presentation of the broadcast programming to the user via the viewer as a 
playback of stored broadcast programming. 

10. (Currently amended) The system as recited in Claim 9, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to transmit the scr ee ning signal RTSS and the 
PSS to the interface; and 

the interface is further configured to receive the scr ee ning signal RTSS and the 
PSS and to transmit the scr ee ning signal RTSS and the PSS to the viewer for use in 
generating a presentation of the broadcast programming . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A computer program product for screening broadcast 
programming, the computer program product having a recordable medium with a 
computer program e mbodied recorded thereon, wherein the computer program 
comprisin g , when executed by a computing device, causes the computing device to : 

comput e r program cod e for r e c e iving receive a real time screening signal (RTSS) 
and a precision screening signal (PSS) ; 
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computer program code for r e c e iving receive user input from a user, the user 
input comprising at least an action preference; 

comput e r program cod e for storing store the received user input; [[and]] 

comput e r program code for g e n e rating generate a local action signal based on the 
user input and the received screening signal; 

receive the broadcast programming; 

store the received broadcast programming; and 

present the broadcast programming to a user, wherein the RTSS is generated 
based on real time monitoring of the broadcast programming being presented in real time, 
the PSS is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of the 
broadcast programming, wherein the RTSS is used to control presentation of the 
broadcast programming to the user in real time, and wherein the PSS is used to control 
presentation of the broadcast programming to the user as a playback of the stored 
broadcast programming . 

12-17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) The computer program product as recited in Claim [[14]] 
11, furth e r comprising comput e r program code for modifying wherein the computer 
program further causes the computing device to modify the stored broadcast 
programming based on the user input and at least one of the received screening signal 
RTSS or PSS . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) The computer program product as recited in Claim [[12]] 
11, wherein the broadcast programming is audio broadcast programming. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) A method for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 
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receiving a real time screening signal (RTSS) and a precision screening signal 
(PSS), the scr ee ning signal RTSS and PSS associated with a broadcast programming, the 
broadcast programming comprising at least a content of interest (COI) segment; 

receiving the broadcast programming; 

receiving user input from a user, the user input comprising at least a COI segment 
type , wherein the user input further comprises at least an action preference ; [[and]] 

generating a local action signal based on at least one of the scr e ening signal RTSS 
or the PSS and the user input; 

storing the broadcast programming; and 

presenting the broadcast programming to a user, wherein the RTSS is generated 
based on real time monitoring of the broadcast programming being presented in real time, 
the PSS is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of the 
broadcast programming, wherein the RTSS is used to control presentation of the 
broadcast programming to the user in real time, and wherein the PSS is used to control 
presentation of the broadcast programming to the user as a playback of the stored 
broadcast programming . 

22-33. (Canceled) 

34. (New) The system of Claim 1, wherein the action preference identifies an action 
that the system is to take in response to encountering a content of interest segment in the 
broadcast programming. 

35. (New) The system of Claim 34, wherein the action that the system is to take is to 
edit the content of interest segment out of the stored broadcast programming. 

36. (New) The system of Claim 34, wherein the action that the system is to take is to 
start stop storing the broadcast programming in response to encountering the content of 
interest segment and to restart storing of the broadcast programming in response to the 
content of interest segment no longer being encountered. 
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37. (New) The system of Claim 34, wherein the action that the system is to take is to 
skip the content of interest segment during the presentation of the broadcast programming 
to the user. 

38. (New) The system of Claim 1, wherein the RTSS is generated by reconciling a 
plurality of screening signals from a plurality of different viewers of the broadcast 
programming. 

39. (New) The system of Claim 1, wherein the PSS is generated based on the RTSS 
by having a user view portions of the recording of the broadcast programming based on 
content of interest segments present in the broadcast programming as specified by the 
RTSS and identifying a start or end of the content of interest segments present in the 
broadcast programming. 

40. (New) The system of Claim 1, wherein the user input specifies a time period to 
delay presentation of the received broadcast programming to the user such that the 
broadcast programming is stored by the broadcast recorder and the PSS is used to 
generate the local action signal. 

41 . (New) The system of Claim 8, wherein the RTSS is generated based on real time 
monitoring of the broadcast programming, the PSS is generated based on a playback of at 
least one portion of a recording of the broadcast programming, wherein the RTSS is used 
to control presentation of the broadcast programming to the user via the viewer in real 
time, and wherein the PSS is used to control presentation of the broadcast programming 
to the user via the viewer as a playback of stored broadcast programming. 

42. (New) The computer program product of Claim 1 1 , wherein the action preference 
identifies an action that the system is to take in response to encountering a content of 
interest segment in the broadcast programming. 
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43. (New) The computer program product of Claim 42, wherein the action that the 
system is to take is to edit the content of interest segment out of the stored broadcast 
programming. 

44. (New) The computer program product of Claim 43, wherein the action that the 
system is to take is to start stop storing the broadcast programming in response to 
encountering the content of interest segment and to restart storing of the broadcast 
programming in response to the content of interest segment no longer being encountered. 

45. (New) The computer program product of Claim 43, wherein the action that the 
system is to take is to skip the content of interest segment during the presentation of the 
broadcast programming to the user. 

46. (New) The computer program product of Claim 11, wherein the RTSS is 
generated by reconciling a plurality of screening signals from a plurality of different 
viewers of the broadcast programming. 

47. (New) The computer program product of Claim 1 1, wherein the PSS is generated 
based on the RTSS by having a user view portions of the recording of the broadcast 
programming based on content of interest segments present in the broadcast 
programming as specified by the RTSS and identifying a start or end of the content of 
interest segments present in the broadcast programming. 

48. (New) The computer program product of Claim 1 1, wherein the user input 
specifies a time period to delay presentation of the received broadcast programming to 
the user such that the broadcast programming is stored by the broadcast recorder and the 
PSS is used to generate the local action signal. 

49. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein the user input further comprises at least 
one action preference associated with the COI segment type. 
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50. (New) The method of Claim 49, wherein the at least one action preference 
identifies an action that the system is to take in response to encountering a content of 
interest segment in the broadcast programming. 

5 1 . (New) The method of Claim 50, wherein the action that the system is to take is to 
edit the content of interest segment out of the stored broadcast programming. 

52. (New) The method of Claim 5 1 , wherein the action that the system is to take is to 
start stop storing the broadcast programming in response to encountering the content of 
interest segment and to restart storing of the broadcast programming in response to the 
content of interest segment no longer being encountered. 

53. (New) The method of Claim 51, wherein the action that the system is to take is to 
skip the content of interest segment during the presentation of the broadcast programming 
to the user. 

54. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein the RTSS is generated by reconciling a 
plurality of screening signals from a plurality of different viewers of the broadcast 
programming. 

55. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein the PSS is generated based on the RTSS 
by having a user view portions of the recording of the broadcast programming based on 
content of interest segments present in the broadcast programming as specified by the 
RTSS and identifying a start or end of the content of interest segments present in the 
broadcast programming. 

56. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein the user input specifies a time period to 
delay presentation of the received broadcast programming to the user such that the 
broadcast programming is stored by the broadcast recorder and the PSS is used to 
generate the local action signal. 
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